Periwinkle (Catharanthus SP) syn. Vinca rosea has gained importance as a commercial crop because of its around alkaloidal content. Its foliage contain VLB alkaloids (Vinblastine and Vincristine) employed in the treatment of cancer whereas its root -contain raubasin, ajmalicine etc. prescribed in controlling hiper -tension condition (Chadha et al 1980) .
Periwinkle has three species depending on the flower colour viz. pink (Catharanthus roseus), white (Catharanthus alba) and white flower with pink orifice (Catharanthus Oscillatus). Eventhough sizeable work is conducted on the alkaloidal content of these species research evidences pertaining to their yielding abilities are very meagre.
Since this crop is brought under active cultivation recently very little information is available in respect of its agronomic requirements. Gupta (1977) reported that there is a wide variation in the spacing adopted, manuring and irrigation given by the farmers. With a view to study the yielding abilities of these species and to standardise the spacing requirement, experiment was conducted at Nagarjun Medicinal and Aromatic plants Research Scheme, P. K. V. Akola (M. S.) during 1980 -81 to 82 -83.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The trial was arranged in split plot design with three species referred above allotted to the main plots and combinations of three inter row (30, 45 and 60 cm) and two intra row spacing (20 and 30 cm) to sub plots replicated thrice. The gross and net plot sizes were 3.6 x 5.4 m 2 and 1.8 x 4.8 m 2 respectively.
Seedlings were grown on the raised beds and then transplanted in the experimental plots. The dates of transplanting, harvesting of foliage and the removal of roots are given in Table - 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The data pertaining to yields of dried foliage and roots are presented in Table -2 and discussed below. 
Species
Three species included in the study did not differ significantly in respect of both foliage and root yields. Rajasekaran (1981) also did not observe much variation in yields of various species tried but suggested catharanthus oscillatus for extended cultivation in Tamil Nadu area.
Inter -row spacing
Yield of dried foliage was significantly influenced by various inter row distances tried in the experiments and the highest yields were recorded with 30 cm spacing. 
Intra row spacing
Increase in the distance between two plants from 20 to 30 cm reduced the foliage yield significantly during 81 -82 and 82 -83. However, pooled analysis indicated non significant effect of intra -row spacing on the foliage yield.
Root yield was significantly increased with 20 cm plant to plant distance over 30 cm during all the three years. Pooled averages indicated 19.55 per cent higher root yield with 20 cm distance over 30 cm distance. This confirms the findings of Rajasekaran (1981) who obtained the highest foliage yield with 20 cm plant to plant distance as compared to 15 and 30 cm.
